I have told you in a previous lecture what the function of these vessels is?that they are channels for the transit of blood from the heart to all parts of the body. I have also told you that they have elastic and muscular coats, and that they dilate to admit of the successive waves of blood as these are sent by energetic contractions of the heart, and that, by their subsequent contraction, they pass this blood onwards in the direction in which it should travel.
Bearing these physiological details in mind, you will readily appreciate tho fact that unless the arterial walls are in a proper state of health, as they are constantly baing subjected to great strain, some mischief will easily happen in them. They can never be at rest unless the circulation through them is arrested by disease or by artificial interference, and if this passage of blood is stopped the gravest results are apt to follow in the organs they convey blood to, because with the deprival of this blood must come a loss of nourishment" to those parts, unless the burden of supplying the latter with this vital fluid can be taken up by new channels.
I will proceed by describing an aneurism as it shows itself in a part which is accessible to sight and touch. Such a part is to be found in the ham?the space at the back of the knee?where these tumours often occur by dilations of the popliteal arteries. In a case such as I am speaking, of a throbbing, pulsating swelling will appear; it will manifest itself both to sight and to touch, and it will bo found on examining it by the latter sense that as it pulsates it not only possesses a heaving impulse but that it also has a distending beat, and that it pushes apart from each other two fingers which Have been placed on opposite sides of it. When this last fact has been proved it is certain that we are dealing with an aneurism, for it shows in an unmistakable manner that the tumour which is being examined is inherently expansile, and that its movements aro not communicated to it from adjacent parta. We will next concern ourselves with the causes of this condition of the vessels.
Foremost in this respect are syphili3 and the abuse of alcohol, and great physical and mental exertion also decidedly lead to it. The combination of drink with strong and long-sustained bodily effort very notably leads to degenerations in the walls of the blood vessels.
When once set up the disease is pretty sure to progress, and the symptoms induced by it are of the most distressing character.
For it is a peculiarity of aneurisms that, although they are formed of soft materials, they have the power of stretching parts in their neighbourhood, and of even eating away gristle and bone which may be in their way as they enlarge under the constantly-increasing distension to which they are subjected. In this way they set up the so-called " pressure symptoms" which you will hear surgeons discussing as they stand by the bedsides of patients who are suffering from this formidable diseasepressure symptoms" being nothing more nor less than the effects produced upon arteries, veins, nerves, bones, and internal organs, which are interfered with, pushed aside, eroded, or blocked up by the intruding blood tumour. I will giro a few instances of the result of pressure upon different parts as an illustration of the subject.
If the aneurism should occur within the chest, at one part of the great artery which lies near the heart, it is apt to press upon and to obliterate the great vein which brings blood back from the head and neck and arms. As a consequence of such interference with returning blood the parts which should be drained of it remain soddened, and dropsy declares itself there. At the same time, nerves being pressed upon and bronchial tubes being also obstructed, neuralgias set in, and troublesome cough and difficulty of breathing are also sst up.
Take an instance of " pressure symptoms " on bone. An aneurism of the great artery in the thorax will sometimes make its way to the skin of the back, and in so doing will actually perforate obstructing ribs, nothing being able to stand in its way.
You would naturally think that it would make for the apparent point of least resistance, and that it would inevitably push towards the soft organs enclosed within tho chest. 2. Place a towel or wringer over a basin, and in it the flannel folded to the required size. Pour over a quantity of boiling water, take hold of the two dry ends of the towel and wring until the flannel is as dry as possible. Before putting on the patient, shake the flannel so that air may get between the folds, which prevents scalding; if then too hot, hold it slightly raised off the skin for a minute, then let it down gently and cover with mackintosh a size larger than the flannel; over that put a warm piece of cotton wool, secure all with a flannel binder, firmly pinned round. When turpentine or laudanum is ordered, the quantity should be quickly sprinkled on the flannel before applying to the skinSpongio-piline is sometimes used instead of flannel for fomentations, being wrung out in the same way, but does not require covering with mackintosh, as one side of it is waterproof. ^Questions for November. Dandruff and Constipation.
(51) Emily J. kindly sends the result of her experience with dandruff, trusting that it may be useful to our querist of some little time ag*. After recovery from a long illness, the patient?an old lady of 63?seemed in danger of losing all her hair. Miss J. divided the hair and rubbed the scalp with the freshly-cut sections of a lemon, and afterwards brushed the hair free from the bits of pulp left in. The hair was thoroughly dried before being put up. This treatment was pursued daily until the hair became longer and thicker than it had ever been before. This correspondent also adds that she has found in her own case that the yolk of an egg well beaten and mixed with half a pint of milk heated up to boiling point only, a remedy for habitual constipation. She takes this regularly, and finds it as effective as the daily do^e of cascara, to which she had been accustomed for two and a half years.
bloyd.
(52) Can you kindly tell me the meaning of the word " Sloyd " ? I believe it is a term either in reference to education or medicine.
Sloyd is the name of a system of teaching handicrafts. It is one cf the Swedish methods of hand and eye education, and lately a number of English ladies have made it an object of study. Consult a good encyc!o* pasdia for further information.
